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(1) Quantitative Estimation of the Leading Position of China’s Public Ownership and

Its Developmental Trends Pei Changhong « 4

Taking the operating assets of diversified forms of ownership of the means of
production as the marginal criterion for measuring their relative dominance, this article
estimates the asset scale and changing share of public and non-public ownership in
primary industry and extends the estimation of these factors to secondary and tertiary
industry on the basis of earlier estimations. The results show that the total operating
assets of China’ s primary, secondary and tertiary industry were around 487. 53 trillion
yuan by 2012, of which the assets of the publicly owned economy accounted for 258.
39 trillion yuan, or 53 percent. In secondary and tertiary industry, the value-added
and employment share of the nonpublicly owned economy accounted for 67.59 percent
and 75.20 percent of the total respectively. This indicates that while China’s publicly
owned assets retain the leading position, the contribution of the non-public ownership
economy is dominant. Chinese socialism’s fundamental economic system is a dynamic
one, and thus provides theoretical foundations for ownership reform and the policy of

adhering to the “two non-vacillations” in the primary stage of Chinese socialism.

(2) Employment Issues in the Development of Smaller Urban Centers in China
Ding Shouhai ¢ 30 -

Urbanization at the township and village levels is different from urbanization
centered on larger cities. Apart from affecting employment of the labor stock in
terms of demand, it acts as a multi-dimensional shock to the labor supply intentions
of rural labor and changes the capacity of the labor pool. On the basis of surveys in
Henan, Hunan and other three provinces, we find that urbanization at this level generally
raises the nonagricultural supply intentions of different forms of labor, but this occurs
without an absolute improvement in the demand for labor of non-agricultural industries ,
leading to variable employment results. In regions relying on the radiation effect of
central cities to promote the coordinated growth of township development, industrializa-
tion and urbanization, there is a marked fall in involuntary unemployment. In those
regions that are cut off from the synergistic effect of nearby cities and are promoting
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small-scale urbanization on their own, development of non-agricultural industries lags
behind and involuntary unemployment intensifies. Therefore, we urgently need to
solve the problem of industry convergence in promoting urbanization at the township
and village levels, and this in turn depends on our devising a much more systematic

and comprehensive model for promoting urbanization.

(3) The History and Logic of Marx’s Transcending Western Centralism

Ye Xianming « 48 -

Based on a scientific critique of Western centralism founded on three dimensions
and on his ever more profound exploration of world history research and critiques of
capitalism, from the 1870s on, Marx extended his understanding of the general and
specific relations of capitalism from Western Europe to the rest of world while throwing off
the influence of Western-centered expressions like “the stagnation of oriental society.”
He thoroughly transcended the theory that “Europe was unique” and finally concluded
his scientific critique of Western-centric thought forms and discourse systems. On
this basis, he pointed out a possible development path for Russian rural communes
and the whole of Russia, placed as they were in the world historical capitalist era,
that differed from the Western development model but was intimately connected with
capitalism. Thus he further developed and perfected the scientific theory of social

forms and enriched the historical connotations of critiques of political economy.

(4) “There is Nothing Outside the Mind” . From Ontology to Construction of Meaning
Chen Shaoming + 68 -

Besides interpreting things or principles through metaphors, Wang Yangming’s
theory of mind, as a complete world outlook, still had to deal with the issue of
things-in-themselves. The key point in understanding the proposition that “There is
nothing outside the mind” lies in the transition from ontology to theory of meaning.
The precise implication is that separated from the mind’s concerns, the meaning of
things cannot be confirmed, nor can their value relationship with man be established.
Affirming the independent existence of things and affirming mind as the condition and
source of meaning implies that what we call “things in the mind” broadly refers to
things in different conscious activities. Things that enter the mind or consciousness
and elicit an emotional response, or are even taken into inherent cognition or schema ,
all represent the manifestation, to different degrees, of bringing things into the
mind. Moving from objects outside the mind to objects within the mind involves a
general grasp of the conditions which make manifest the meaning of the myriad
things. Analyzing the relationship between things and the mind exhibited in man
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